NSTI Trivandrum ties Police department to fight Covid-19
Thiruvananthapuram, April 16, 2020: In a bid to help in the ongoing fight against the COVID-19 pandemic,
National Skill Training Institute (NSTI), Trivandrum under the aegis of the Ministry of Skill Development and
Entrepreneurship (MSDE) produced 500 masks in 3 days for the police personnel on duty and the general
public. The NSTI is helping the Kerala State Police Department that has taken on the assignment of
manufacturing and distributing a sizable number of reusable mask. In light of the spread of COVID 19,
wearing masks has been made mandatory by the Home Ministry for all people in public places. The Hon’ble
Prime Minister has also emphasized on the using of masks and following norms of social distancing, in his
public address to the nation.
Applauding the initiative, Dr MahendraNath Pandey, Hon’ble Minister for Skill Development and
Entrepreneurship, said, “Currently we are going through challenging times which is impacting all of us. I am
thankful to Shri P. Prakash, IPS, DIG, nodal officer at Kerala, who accepted our offer to manufacture masks
and expressed his gratefulness to our ministry. We are honoured to perform our part and join others in the
movement of helping India fight the coronavirus pandemic.”

NSTIs and ITIs across the country have launched a number of initiatives to help in the fight against the
spread of the virus. There are totally 15,697 ITIs, with 3,055 in Government Sector and 12,642 in Private
Sector. The initiatives include a collective contribution of more than Rs1.6 crore to the PM Care fund as
well as supply of food and other essential material to those who need it the most. NSTI and ITI campuses
have been offered to Ministry of Health and Family Welfare to be converted to isolation centers for people
that need to be quarantined, or into shelters for migrant labourers and people in need. Nationally, the
NSTIs and ITIs have manufactured as many as 1.02 lakh masks for use by the general public. Additionally,
101 Jan ShikshanSansthans (JSS) spread across 99 districts in 17 States have produced about 5 lakh masks
so far for their respective District Administrations during this lockdown period.
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